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DoD Guidelines Concerning Political Campaigns and Elections
Story by Journalist 3rd Class Chad Runge
With the recent Iowa Caucus in the books, that
can only mean one thing: political campaigns are
now in full-swing. With the world of politics
frenzied, the Department of Defense (DoD)
recently released its policies regarding political
campaigns and upcoming elections. The
following are highlights from the guidelines.
Department of Defense personnel will not take
part in activities that may associate the DoD with
any political campaign or election, candidate,
cause or issue while they are acting in official capacity. Consistent with this policy,
installation commanders will decline all requests for military personnel to appear in or
support political campaign or election events. All military personnel are prohibited from
wearing military uniforms at such events.
Installation commanders will not permit the use of installation facilities by any candidate
for political campaign or election events. This includes: public assemblies or town hall
meetings, speeches, fund-raisers, press conferences, post-election celebrations and
concession addresses, however, this does not prohibit members of Congress and other
elected officials from visiting military installations to receive briefings or tours. When an
installation commander invites a candidate to the installation to participate in official
business, and media requests to cover the event, the candidate may appear on camera
and in photographs as an official participant, but may not make a statement or respond
to media queries while on the installation.
To avoid the appearance of preferential
treatment, installation commanders should offer
all candidates for national office the same access
to installations as any other unofficial visitor.
DoD newspapers, magazines, and publications
may not publish information provided by a
candidate's campaign organization, partisan
advertisements and discussions, as well as cartoons, editorials, and commentaries
dealing with political campaigns, elections, candidates, causes or issues. They must
also not conduct or publish polls, surveys, or straw votes.
Military personnel also shall not distribute campaign or election literature while in
uniform, while acting in official capacity or while on a military installation.
As a general rule of thumb, all personnel should forward all inquiries from political
campaign organizations, as well as media inquiries, to the command Public Affairs
Office for their awareness and action.
The Department of Defense encourages all active duty military and civilian personnel
and their eligible family members to register and vote. DoD supports the Federal Voting
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Assistance Program by publishing factual information about registration and voting
laws, with a special emphasis placed on absentee voting requirements. For more voting
assistance information, visit www.fvap.gov or speak to NPS' voting representative, Lt.
Ashton Feehan at 656-7613.
NPS Professor Elected to Meteorological Society Post 
The Monterey Herald
Professor Chuck Wash, chairman of the meteorology department at the Naval
Postgraduate School, has been elected to the governing council of the American
Meteorological Society for a three-year term. more...
Astronaut applauds Bush plan 
The Monterey Herald 
Every great human advancement begins with a vision and a road map, and President
Bush provided those Wednesday, according to the astronaut who holds the American
record for continuous days in space. more...
Exploration remains important 
The Salinas Californian 
An astronaut who trained at the Naval Postgraduate School spoke there on
Wednesday, heralding a renewed dedication to space exploration as urged by
President Bush. more...
Many NPS Grad Students Foreign 
The Monterey Herald
Talk about diversity. More than a third of the incoming class of graduates students at
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